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DETAILED ACTION 
Reply Under 37 CFR 1.111 

The Applicant's reply filed on 09/02/2008 has been received and its contents 
have been considered. Claims 1-6, 8, and 9 are pending in the instant application. The 
office action is as follows: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shibuya (US 6,935,597 B2) in view of Munch et al (US 5,082,336), Miura (US PG 
PUB 2002/0135231 A1). 

In re claim 1, Shibuya discloses: 

• a housing holding a main body of apparatus (2, Fig 1 ), 

• a second panel (10, Fig 1) 

• a slider (23b, Fig 1 ) provided in the lower section of the housing to be 
movable in forward and backward directions of the housing 

• an arm (31 , Fig 3) linked to the second panel and said slider for rotating the 
second panel so that if the slider is moving forward, the upper end of the 
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second panel is retracted backward relative to the lower end of the second 
panel (Fig 9A) 

• wherein an a display section (11a, Fig 1 ) is provided on one face of the 
second panel 

• wherein the panel can rotate about rotation axis 

• wherein when the slider is moved forward, the second panel is moved 
backward in such a manner whereby the display section of the second panel 
is unfolded to a substantially horizontal state 

Shibuya lacks: 

• a first panel provided on the front face side of the housing 

• wherein an operation section is provided on one face of the first panel 

• wherein a panel cover , that can hide the front face of the housing, is provided 
on the other face of the first panel 

• wherein the second panel can rotate about rotation axis, and when the first 
panel and second panel are received in the housing side, the first and second 
panels are vertically juxtaposed in standing in front of the housing with the 
operation section of the first panel and the display section of the second panel 
being faced to each other 

• wherein a motor for controlling the rotation position of the first panel 
independently from the movement position of said slider, is provided 

• wherein when the slider is moved forward, the upper end of the first panel is 
moved forward in such a manner that the first and second panel are rotated 
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about respective rotation axes inversely to each other and whereby the 
operation section of the first panel is unfolded to a substantially horizontal 
state. 

Munch et al teaches that for an mounted electronic apparatus housing, in 
addition to a second panel (See Munch et al enclosed below), may also have a first 
panel and panel cover on the front of the housing (See Munch et al enclosed below) 
with an operating section (See Munch et al enclosed below). This first panel is capable 
of rotating to be juxtaposed vertically to face the second panel (col 3, lines 30-33). Use 
of these two panels in a cooperative arrangement is disclosed by Munch et al (col 1, 
lines 58-60). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify an electronic apparatus housing of Shibuya to include 
another panel, as taught by Munch et al, to have additional input controls that may be 
neatly stored away. 
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Figs 4 and 6 Munch et al enclosed 

Munch et al lacks: wherein a motor for controlling the rotation position of the first 
panel independently from the movement position of said slider, is provided. 

Miura teaches that a panel (3, Fig 3) of an electronic apparatus may be rotated 
by a motor (1 1 , Fig 3 and paragraph [0084], lines 4-8). It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify a panel Munch et al 
to be rotated by a motor, as taught by Miura, to automatically adjust the panel to a user 
accessible position. 

Given that both the first panel of Munch et al and the panel of Miura rotate to a 
horizontal state inversely to the second panel of Shibuya's rotation to a horizontal state, 
Shibuya in view of Munch et al and Miura fulfills the claim 1 limitation of the first panel 
and second panels rotate inversely to a substantially horizontal state. As extrinsic 
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evidence of this combination, Sasaki et al (7,159,266 B2) discloses an electronic 
apparatus with first panel (8a) and second panel (11a) that are rotated in the direction of 
a horizontal state when in operation. 

In re claim 2, Shibuya in view of Munch et al, Miuram and Green et al disclose, 
wherein, when the slider is moved forward to its full extent out of the housing, the 
surface of the operation section of the first panel (Munch et al, Fig 4) and the surface of 
the display section of the second panel (Shibuya, Fig 9A) are unfolded to a substantially 
horizontal line. 

In re claim 3, Munch et al discloses a plurality of operation buttons provided in 
the operation section (33, Fig 4) of the first panel (28, Fig 4). 

In re claim 4, Shibuya discloses, wherein, one end of said arm is rotatably linked 
to the upper portion of the second panel (13, Fig 8B) so that the upper portion of the 
second panel falls down backwardly (8C) as said slider moves forwardly out of the 
housing. 

In re claim 5, Shibuya discloses wherein a space is formed between the housing 
and the upper end section of the second panel when the upper end section of the 
second panel is retracted (Fig 9A) and a front surface of the apparatus having a 
recording-medium insertion slot used (8, Fig 9A) to remove and insert a recording 
medium (col 5, lines 4-7) through the space is installed inside the housing behind the 
second panel. 
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In re claim 6, Shibuya discloses a panel-angle adjusting means (27, Fig 5) for a 
second panel linked to an arm and Miura discloses panel-angle adjusting means (12a, 
1 2b, 1 2c, 1 2e, 1 2f, 1 2g, Fig 3) for a panel not linked to an arm. 

In re claim 8, Miura discloses the panel (2, Fig 3) adjustable in a range of 
approximately 180 degrees (Fig 2 to Fig 4) and Shibuya discloses a panel (10, Fig 8A) 
adjustable in a range of approximately 90 degrees (Fig 8A to Fig 9A). 

In re claim 9, the panel cover (See Munch et al enclosed above) of Munch et al is 
considered detachable from the front panel. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to QUINN HUNTER whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
3910. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 8AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jayprakash Gandhi can be reached on 571-272-3740. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Quinn Hunter 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2835 

/Anatoly Vortman/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2835 



